


schools to make the best use of modern technologies”. Their report Future Focussed
Learning in Connected Communities was released on 30 May 2014.

VICTA urges you, as Minister of Health, to appoint a comparable collaborative group of New
Zealand professionals and consumers with experience and understanding of low vision to
develop a low vision service strategy for New Zealand. Here, as elsewhere, the key
professionals with expertise in the provision of low vision services are optometrists,
ophthalmologists, occupational therapists and other allied professionals. The key New
Zealand consumer groups who provide support and information to New Zealanders who are
losing their sight are VICTA, Retina NZ and Albinism Trust NZ. The Blind Foundation is not
on this list because the Foundation’s constitution, having been created “by the blind for the
blind”, excludes people with low vision from Foundation membership, and from the
Foundation’s charitable services. VICTA is working to ensure that people with low vision who
do not qualify for Foundation membership receive the help and support they need.

In conclusion, we are including a pie chart to illustrate the magnitude of the low vision crisis
facing our health services. The data is from the 2006 post-census disability survey. The data
from the 2013 post-census disability survey will be available later this month.

We trust you will give this matter your serious attention.

Yours sincerely

Trustee, VICTA

ph. 03 487 7686 or 027 222 9279

cc. Dr Paul Hutchison, Chair, Health Committee

INCURABLE VISION LOSS IN NEW ZEALAND 

Blind Foundation - blind 
(2%, approx. 2000 people) 

Blind Foundation - partially blind 

(10%, approx. 9600 people) 

Low Vision                                     
(88%, approx. 81400 people) 


